
 

 

Dear St. Ann Montessori +Vineyard Academy Families, 

Thanks be to God for His Abundant Blessings as we approach the coming holidays!  Our teachers and students 

are beginning to prepare for some beautiful traditions that each of our schools has established.  This year, the 

invitation is extended to include our entire school family in these celebrations.  I send this letter to provide 

information that will help to include you in that planning and preparing. 

November 20 

St. Ann Montessori has established a tradition of preparing a fall feast and serving it in honor of Thanksgiving.  

We have chosen Monday, November 20th for that Fall Festival celebration.  The students of both schools will 

prepare a luncheon meal.  We invite our parents to be involved in the preparation, and to join us for the feast 

which the children will serve at noon. The signup sheet for food donations is hanging in the entryway.  Please 

sign up to bring a food item, and let us know how many family members will be attending.   Please watch for 

further info about this event.  A list of needed items is attached. 

November 22 

This will be our last school day before the Thanksgiving Holiday.  We will begin at 8:30 with a prayer service or 

Mass, (I will let you know which one when I find out.) followed by a student performance, and then a light 

brunch reception.  Your children will have a song, poem or prayer to perform. We will eat, clean up and 

dismiss early. Please plan to join us. If you would like to help provide juice, fruit or muffins for the reception, 

please email Bambi Kolodzieczyk or Mary Memmott. 

November 23 and 24 

School is closed for Thanksgiving. 

December 3 

Our new virtue is purity – keeping your soul free from sin. This entails being careful about what we see, 

hear, and do; being careful in how we spend our time and with whom. It also involves purity in our 

intentions.  

This marks the start of Advent.  As a school, we will be making a special devotion to help us live out our 

Advent in a more meaningful way.  We will place a manger in the entryway of the school.  We will be 

encouraging our students to prepare a place for the Christ child in their hearts by performing acts of charity, 

friendship and courtesy for others.  As an outward sign of those acts, for each act, they may place a piece of 

straw in the manger.  You are welcome to join us in this devotion, placing your own straws in the manger. 

 



December 7 

Vineyard Academy has had a long-standing tradition of participating in Richland Community’s Wassailing Night 

activities.  For the past three years, we have prepared and performed a Living Nativity right on the square, 

with live animals, carols and a proclamation of the Nativity Gospels.  We invite the families from St. Ann 

Montessori to join us this year in that. Mrs. Mannes’s students can come dressed as angels or shepherds and 

join in singing the carols. The older children will prepare costumes, and we will perform the program three 

times beginning at 5:30 and ending at 8:30 on December 7th.  Students should arrive in costumes, with lots of 

warm layers beneath, by 5:15, on the lawn of the Presbyterian Church next to Richland Library. 

We will set up an awning, a stable and manger scene backdrop. We are in need of help with costumes, setting 

up, and taking down.  If you know people who might bring animals, or help us with any of this, let us know. 

[We can help with costumes.  Angels could borrow a white shirt from dad, and we can add wings, a belt and a 

halo.  Shepherds could borrow a colored shirt from dad, and a pillow case.  We can add a belt and a 

headband.] 

This program will be performed again on December 21, as our Christmas Pageant.  Any children who cant 

make it to wassailing night will have a chance to be included that morning. 

December 8 

December 8 is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. It is a Holy Day of Obligation, and a Marian Feast Day.  

We will pray the Rosary together at the end of the day.  All are welcome to join us at 3:25, in the church. 

December 12 

This is the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  There will be special activities that day in honor of Our Lady. We 

will have a hot lunch that day with Mexican-themed foods. We will pray a Rosary together at the end of the 

day.  All are welcome to join us. 

December 21 

This will be our final day of school activities before the Christmas break.  We will begin the day with 8:30 Mass.  

Our Christmas pageant will begin immediately after Mass in the social hall.  This will be followed by a light 

Christmas brunch reception, clean up and early dismissal.  If you would like to help with foods for the 

reception, please email Bambi or Mary. 

December 22 – January 7 

Christmas Break! Have a blessed and joyful holiday season. 

Sincerely, Your Servant in Christ, Carrie Jewett 

Items needed for Fall Feast: 

[Please sign up for Item(s) you will bring on the bulletin board in the entryway.]
Butter – 3 pounds 
Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix – 15 Boxes 
Apple Cider – 6 Gallons 
2 Percent Milk – 2 Gallons 
Large Spiral Cut Hams – 3 needed 
Orange Jello – 6 Large boxes 

Brown Sugar – 1 Bag 
Mandarin Oranges – 4 large cans 
Cool Whip – 2 large containers 
Vanilla Ice Cream – 1 Large bucket 
Russet Potatoes – 2 - 10 Pound bags 
Pie shells – 1

 


